
REPORT OF Planning and Economy Manager
To: Community and Resources Committee
Subject: Devon County Council Grant Funding for Community Groups and Local 

Projects.
Date: 23rd April 2019 Reference:

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 
To inform Members of changes to the way that Devon County Council will provide grants to it’s 
communities and make recommendation for the use of the 18/19 Communities Together Fund and 
Councillor Community Grant underspend.

1. INTRODUCTION

Devon County Council (DCC) has reviewed its grants programme, and has decided that 
introducing new schemes will mean that a broader range of community groups and local 
projects will be able to get access to financial help.  Application to the Communities Together 
Fund (formerly TAP Fund) had to be through town and parish councils, and it was felt that 
perhaps other groups would be more likely to apply under a different system.

2. REPORT

DCC has announced that the Communities Together Fund has been abolished and in its 
place two new schemes will be launched:

The Doing What Matters Fund, worth £329,000, will give grants of up to £20,000 for projects 
which have significant impact on the wellbeing of local people and communities.  Bids will be 
encouraged from local groups, councils, organisations and collaborations.  Match funding of 
at least 25% of costs will be required.

The Making the Connection Fund, worth £30,000, will give up to £300 per bid to establish or 
support community groups which help people connect with others.  Examples could include 
a walking group, a cooking skills workshop across generations, and room hire for self-help or 
social groups.  The application process will be simple.

DCC has been trialling a project with Crowdfund Devon and will inject an additional 
£100,000 to this.  Torridge has taken part in this trial and some Councillor Grant money has 
been contributed through this scheme.

There is an underspend of Communities Together Funding totalling £4,767.60 from year 
18/19 held by Torridge that DCC have confirmed they will not seek to claw back.

In addition (but not in any way related to DCC funding) there is an underspend of Councillor 
Grant funding totalling £6,463.38 from year 18/19 and the Council must decide how those 
funds are used.



3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications
 
None

Financial Implications

As set out in the recommendations

Human Resources Implications

None

Sustainability Implications

Grants funding for communities is intended to enhance sustainability.

Equality/Diversity

Equality and diversity have ben at the heart of the strategy in formulation.

Risk Management

N/A

Compliance with Policies and Strategies

The recommended use of underspend funds is in accordance with how the Council currently 
seeks to provide grant support for community and voluntary sector organisations.

Ward Member and Leader Member Views

None – PURDAH regulations apply

4.       CONCLUSIONS

The County Council will not seek to claw back the Communities Together underspend from 
18/19 and it is for this Council to decide how that money is used for the benefit of it’s 
communities. In addition the council must decide what it intends to do with the 18/19 
Councillor Community Grant underspend.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That members note the changes to DCC grant funding and the establishment of their 
Doing What Matters and Making the Connection Funds.

2. That the Communities Together and Councillor Community Grant underspend from 
year 18/19 totalling £11,230.98 is rolled forward into the 19/20 Community Grants 
Fund.
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